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(57) ABSTRACT

Apparatus for calculating current distribution inside brain
includes: initial grid setting unit configured to set grid points
constituting grid with predetermined pitch; current calculat-
ing unit configured to calculate current value at each grid
point based on the electromagnetic information, by solving
forward problem to obtain lead field matrix and by solving
inverse problem to obtain current source vector; sub-grid
setting unit configured to set grid points constituting sub-grid
with smaller pitch, only for subset of the previously set grid,
based on the current value at each grid point calculated in the
preceding current calculating step; and calculation executing
unit configured to repeat setting the sub-grid and calculating
the current source vector by the sub-grid setting unit and the
current calculating unit one or more times, after calculation of
current source vector corresponding to the initial grid is
executed by the initial grid setting unit and the current calcu-
lating unit.

5 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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METHOD, APPARATUS AND COMPUTER
PROGRAM FOR CALCULATING CURRENT
DISTRIBUTION INSIDE BRAIN

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the foreign priority benefit under
Title 35, United States Code, §119(a)-(d) of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2012-268431 filed on Dec. 7, 2012 in the
Japan Patent Office, the disclosure of which is herein incor-
porated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to a method, an apparatus,
and a computer program product for calculating current dis-
tribution inside a brain, and in particular to a method, an
apparatus, and a computer program product for calculating
current distribution inside a brain, by which a solution can be
obtained in a short time with a high resolution in-brain current
distribution.

2. Description of the Related Art

In recent years, BMI (Brain Machine Interface) has been
researched. BMI is a technology for controlling motion of a
robot or operation of other devices not by manual control, but
by mere thinking about the motion/operation; to operate the
robot and other devices, human brain waves (scalp potentials)
or brain’s magnetic fields (i.e., magnetic fields around a head)
are detected in BMI. In BMI, while human brain activity is
presumed based on human brain waves or magnetic fields per
se, attempts have been made to presume in detail in which part
in the human brain (not only on the surface of the head but
also at a three-dimensional region within the brain) currents
flow, based on this electromagnetic information, to more pre-
cisely presume activity within the human brain. A technology
for estimating currents inside a human brain based on brain
waves is referred to as an EEG (electroencephalography)
inverse problem, while a technology for estimating currents
inside a human brain based on magnetic fields produced by
currents occurring in the brain is referred to as an MEG
(magnetoencephalography) inverse problem.

In the EEG inverse problem and the MEG inverse problem,
a lead field matrix for deriving an electric potential or a
magnetic field from current source distribution (in-brain cur-
rents) can be obtained, and the current source can be esti-
mated from this lead field matrix. See, for example, Japanese
Laid-open Patent Application Publication No. 2003-38455.

To solve the EEG inverse problem and the MEG inverse
problem, the head of a human body can be approximated to a
sphere so that currents inside the brain can be calculated at
high speeds. See Sarvas, “Basic mathematical and electro-
magnetic concepts of the biomagnetic inverse problem,”
Phys. Med. Biol., vol. 32, pp. 11-22, 1987. See also D. Yao,
“Potential Produced by a Dipole in a Homogeneous Conduct-
ing Sphere,” IEEE Trans. Biomed. Eng. vol. 47, pp. 964-966,
2000. However, this method has a problem with precision
because the actual shape of the head is not reflected in the
calculation. Further, in the case of the MEG inverse problem,
there is a property that if a current source faces in the radial
direction in a homogenous sphere model, an external mag-
netic field of the current source becomes zero. This greatly
restricts the possibility that in-brain currents can be analyzed.

For this reason, attempts have been made to calculate a
current source using various numerical analytical methods
which take into account the actual shape of a human head. See
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A. Crouzeix, “Méthodes de localisation des générateurs de
I"activité électrique cérébrale a partir de signaux électro- et
magnéto-encépahlographiques”, Rapport de these, Institu-
tion National des Sciences Appliquées de Lyon, pp. 11-31,
2001. In this method, the human head is represented using a
mesh model, and current sources are obtained by BEM
(Boundary Element Method) or by FEM (Finite Element
Method). All references discussed herein, including patent
and non-patent literature, are incorporated by reference into
the present application. Using these numerical analytical
methods, the shape of the human head can be faithfully
reflected without restrictions as caused by the sphere approxi-
mation, so that in-brain currents can be calculated with high
degree of accuracy.

However, these numerical analytical methods require a
high degree of computational complexity and thus take con-
siderable computation time. In a numerical analytical
method, the complexity is largely dependent on the number of
grid points constituting a grid. If a grid with a large pitch is
used, the complexity will be reduced accordingly. However,
this will cause a decrease in the calculation precision. As a
result, a highly precise (high resolution) solution cannot be
obtained if the complexity is reduced so much.

In view of the above, it would be desirable to provide a
method, an apparatus, and a computer program product for
calculating currents inside a brain, by which a solution can be
obtained in a short time with a high resolution in-brain current
distribution.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to a first aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a method for calculating current distribution inside
a brain using a computer, based on electromagnetic informa-
tion obtained from a surface of a head, the method. The
method comprises: an initial grid setting step of setting grid
points constituting a grid with a predetermined pitch; a cur-
rent calculating step of calculating a current value at each of
the grid points based on the electromagnetic information and
an equation [L][s]=[b], where [L] is a lead field matrix, [s] is
a current source vector that gives current distribution consist-
ing of an array of currents at each of the grid points, and [b] is
an electromagnetic vector including an array of the electro-
magnetic information, by solving a forward problem to obtain
[L] and by solving an inverse problem to obtain [s]; and a
sub-grid setting step of setting grid points constituting a sub-
grid with a pitch smaller than that of a previously set grid,
only for a subset of the previously set grid, based on the
current value at each grid point calculated in the preceding
current calculating step. After the initial grid setting step and
the current calculating step are carried out, the sub-grid set-
ting step and the following current calculating step are
repeated one or more times.

According to this method, the initial grid setting step and
the current calculating step are carried out to calculate a
current value at each grid point of the initial grid. Thereafter,
in the sub-grid setting step, grid points constituting the sub-
grid are set at a pitch smaller than that of the initial grid
previously set in the initial grid setting step, only for a subset
of'the previously set grid, based on the current value at each
grid point calculated in the current calculating step. Further,
the current calculating step is repeated for the grid including
the sub-grid, to obtain a current at each of the grid points.

Accordingly, since a small pitch is applied only to a partial
region (subset) and the remaining region (remaining set) has
a coarse pitch, the total number of grid points and thus the
complexity can be restricted, so that a solution can be
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obtained in a shorter time. Further, since grid points are set at
a smaller pitch in a region where knowing current distribution
is desired, current distribution can be obtained at high reso-
lution in the necessary region.

The above method may further comprise a peak grid point
detecting step of detecting at least one peak grid point having
apeak current value that is a current value higher than current
values of grid points surrounding the peak grid point, and the
sub-grid setting step may comprise setting the grid points
constituting the sub-grid around the peak grid point.

According to this method, a high resolution current distri-
bution can be obtained at a region including the peak grid
point having the peak current value.

In the above method, the current calculating step may
preferably comprise: setting [L, 0] by adding a zero matrix to
a lead field matrix [L,] for the previously set entire grid such
that [L, 0] has a size of an array corresponding to a lead field
matrix [L,, ] for the currently set entire grid; setting [0 L ;] by
adding a zero matrix to a lead field matrix [L;] for the cur-
rently set sub-grid such that [0 L] has a size of an array
corresponding to the lead field matrix [L,, ] for the currently
set entire grid; solving a forward problem to obtain [0 L]
based on the electromagnetic vector [b]; and calculating
[Ty ] by (Lo =1L, O[O L.

According to this method, since the forward problem is
solved only for the lead field matrix [0 L ;] having the number
of elements corresponding to the increased grid points, and
the solved [0 L,,] is added to the lead field matrix having been
calculated in the previous step to obtain [L, L;]. This can
greatly reduce the complexity compared to solving a forward
problem for the lead field matrix for the entire region.

Inthe above method, the current calculating step comprises
a step of solving an inverse problem using a gram matrix
[G] (<ILI[LI") by calculating [G,., 1=[G,]+{LI[L]%, where
[G,] is a gram matrix for the previously set entire grid, [G,, ;]
is a gram matrix for the currently set entire grid, and [L,] is a
lead field matrix for the currently set sub-grid.

According to this method, the complexity can be reduced
compared to the method for obtaining a gram matrix [G,, ]
for the currently set entire grid by solving [L,,,][L,, 1%

According to a second aspect of the present invention, there
is provided an apparatus for calculating current distribution
inside a brain, based on electromagnetic information
obtained from a surface of a head. The apparatus comprises:
an initial grid setting unit configured to set grid points con-
stituting a grid with a predetermined pitch; a current calcu-
lating unit configured to calculate a current value at each of
the grid points based on the electromagnetic information and
an equation [L][s]=[b], where [L] is a lead field matrix, [s] is
a current source vector that gives current distribution consist-
ing of an array of currents at each of the grid points, and [b] is
an electromagnetic vector including an array of the electro-
magnetic information, by solving a forward problem to obtain
[L] and by solving an inverse problem to obtain [s]; a sub-grid
setting unit configured to set grid points constituting a sub-
grid with a pitch smaller than that of a previously set grid,
only for a subset of the previously set grid, based on the
current value at each grid point calculated in the preceding
current calculating step; and a calculation executing unit con-
figured to repeat setting of the sub-grid and calculation of the
current source vector [s,, ; | by the sub-grid setting unit and the
current calculating unit one or more times, after calculation of
a current source vector [s, ] corresponding to the initial grid is
executed by the initial grid setting unit and the current calcu-
lating unit.

Further, according to a third aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a computer program stored on a computer-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

readable storage medium, for calculating current distribution
inside a brain using a computer, based on electromagnetic
information obtained from a surface of a head. The computer
program configures the computer upon being read and
executed by the computer to perform the functions of: an
initial grid setting unit configured to set grid points constitut-
ing a grid with a predetermined pitch; a current calculating
unit configured to calculate a current value at each of the grid
points based on the electromagnetic information and an equa-
tion [L][s]=[b], where [L] is a lead field matrix, [s] is a current
source vector that gives current distribution consisting of an
array of currents at each of the grid points, and [b] is an
electromagnetic vector including an array of the electromag-
netic information, by solving a forward problem to obtain [L]
and by solving an inverse problem to obtain [s]; a sub-grid
setting unit configured to set grid points constituting a sub-
grid with a pitch smaller than that of a previously set grid,
only for a subset of the previously set grid, based on the
current value at each grid point calculated in the preceding
current calculating step; and a calculation executing unit con-
figured to repeat setting of the sub-grid and calculation of the
current source vector [s,, ; | by the sub-grid setting unit and the
current calculating unit one or more times, after calculation of
a current source vector [s, ] corresponding to the initial grid is
executed by the initial grid setting unit and the current calcu-
lating unit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other objects and aspects of the present invention will
become more apparent by describing in detail illustrative,
non-limiting embodiments thereof with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a calculation appa-
ratus for calculating currents inside a human brain according
to one exemplary embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 2A and 2B are views explaining setting of a sub-
grid, in which FIG. 2A shows a grid before setting a sub-grid,
and FIG. 2B shows a grid after setting a sub-grid;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart for explaining a calculation process
for calculating currents inside the brain;

FIG. 4 shows an example of a surface mesh model of a
human head and an initial grid inside the brain;

FIG. 5 shows an example of a surface mesh model of the
human head and an in-brain grid, when a sub-grid is set in the
brain for the first time, and

FIG. 6 shows an example of a surface mesh model of the
human head and an in-brain grid, when the sub-grid is set in
the brain for the second time.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

With reference to the drawings, one embodiment of the
present invention will be described in detail. A calculation
apparatus 100 for calculating currents inside a brain accord-
ing to one embodiment calculates current distribution inside
the brain, based on an electromagnetic vector [b] (vector
representing a set containing information about brain waves
or brain’s magnetic fields) such as brain waves obtained by
measuring electric potentials on the surface of the scalp or
brain’s magnetic fields obtained by measuring magnetic
fields in the vicinity of the scalp, and in particular calculates
a current source vector [s] by which the electromagnetic
vector [b] has been generated. The number of elements of the
electromagnetic vector [b] is the same as the number of sen-
sors, and usually dozens of elements up to several tens of
elements are present. Meanwhile, the number of elements of
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the current source vector [s] is the same as the number of grid
points constituting the grid of the in-brain model, and usually
several thousand elements up to several tens of thousands of
elements are present.

To perform the above calculation, as shown in FIG. 1, the
calculation apparatus 100 includes, as means for calculating
currents inside a brain, an initial grid setting unit 110, a
current calculating unit 120, a peak grid point detecting unit
130, a sub-grid setting unit 140, and a calculation executing
unit 150. The calculation apparatus 100 is implemented in a
computer including a CPU, a ROM, a RAM, and a storage
device such as an external memory (these components are not
shown in the figures), and when a computer program is loaded
where necessary into the RAM and the CPU executes the
program, the computer performs the functions of these unit.
Further, the calculation apparatus 100 includes a storage unit
190 for storing variables, etc. such as coordinate data of a
grid, a lead field matrix [L], an electromagnetic vector [b], a
current source vector [s], and a gram matrix [G].

The initial grid setting unit 110 is configured to set grid
points constituting a grid with a predetermined pitch (i.e.,
initial grid). Setting of the initial grid is performed by defining
space coordinates in a manner similar to the conventional
method. Preferably, in accordance with the computing capa-
bility of the computer used in practice, the initial grid is set at
a relatively large (coarse) pitch such that calculation of cur-
rents can be performed in a relatively short period of time. For
example, the initial grid can be set at about 10 mm pitch in
view of'the actual size of the human brain. In this instance, the
number of grid points can be limited approximately to 1200.

The current calculating unit 120 is configured to calculate
a current source vector [s] from an electromagnetic vector [b]
using the grid having been set by the initial grid setting unit
110 and/or the sub-grid setting unit 140. Herein, the term
“grid” indicates both the initial grid and the sub-grid. The
basic idea of calculating currents is to calculate a current
value at each of the grid points based on the electromagnetic
information and an equation [L][s]=[b], where [L] is a lead
field matrix, [s] is a current source vector that gives current
distribution consisting of an array of currents at each of the
grid points, and [b] is an electromagnetic vector including an
array of the electromagnetic information, by solving a for-
ward problem to obtain [L.] and by solving an inverse problem
to obtain [s].

To be more specific, the relation among the current source
vector [s], the lead field matrix [L] and the electromagnetic
vector [b] can be represented by [L][s]=[b]. To solve the
forward problem, [b] is obtained by assigning 1 to the k-th
current element of the current source vector [s] while assign-
ing 0 to the other current elements. The obtained [b] vector
corresponds to the k-th column vector element in the lead
field matrix [L]. This processes is sequentially repeated to
determine the elements of [L].

Once the lead field matrix [L] is determined, the current
source vector [s] can be solved by various methods for solving
the inverse problem for the above formula.

To solve the inverse problem, for example, the following
methods can be used. Since the current source vector [s] has
a larger number of elements than the electromagnetic vector
[b] as described above and has a smaller number of equations
for unknowns, the solution cannot be determined uniquely for
each unknown. In the current source vector [s] obtained by the
following methods, all the elements are estimated solutions.

The equation for solving the current source vector [s] may
be expressed, using a weighting matrix [w], by the general
formula: [s]=[w][b], and [w] can be solved by each of the
following methods (1) to (10). In each of the following for-
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6
mulae, [G] represents a gram matrix (=[L][L]), and [R]
represents a covariance matrix of [b].
(1) Minimum norm method

[W]=[G]"'[L]
(2) Weighted minimum norm method

[WI=[GI LIL)T (G2 [

(3) WROP (Weighted resolution optimization) method
[W]=[G] LY [G] L]

(4) Array-gain constraint WROP method
WI=[GI M LIGLT G L™

L]=LIAL])

(5) sLORETA (standardized low resolution brain electro-
magnetic tomography) method

[W]=[G] LYULT*[G] L7

(6) Time-averaged minimum norm method

[WI=R]™ (L]

(7) Weighted minimum variance method

[W]=[RI LJUL]"R]Z[L])?

(8) Minimum variance method

[W]=RI LIALF R L™

(9) Array-gain constraint minimum variance method
[W]=RI LI R D™

(10) Time-averaged sSLORETA method
[W]=RI LX) R L7

Inthe calculation at the second time or later, the sub-grid is
set by the sub-grid setting unit 140, and the current calculat-
ing unit 120 calculates the lead field matrix [L,, ] for the
currently set entire grid (i.e., after the latest sub-grid has been
set) as follows:

First, the lead field matrix [L,] for the previously set entire
grid is set to have a size of an array corresponding to the lead
field matrix [L,,,]. Herein, [L,, ;] has the same number of
rows as [L,], however, the number of columns of [L,, ] has
been increased according to increase in the number of
unknowns of the added sub-grid. For this reason, [L, 0] is set
by adding a zero matrix to [L,]. Similarly, the lead field matrix
[L,,] for the currently set sub-grid is set to have a size of an
array corresponding to the lead field matrix [L,, ,]. For this
reason, [0 L_,] is set by adding a zero matrix to [L,]. There-
after, [0 L] is obtained by solving the forward problem based
on the input electromagnetic vector [b], and [L,, ] is obtained
by calculating [, ,]=[L, 0]+[0 L_,].

Accordingly, the forward problem is solved only for the
lead field matrix [0 L] having the number of elements cor-
responding to the grid points increased by the sub-grid setting
unit 140, and the solved [0 L] is added to the lead field matrix
having been calculated in the previous step to obtain
[L; L] =IL,,,]). Since the complexity for solving the for-
ward problem accounts for a large portion of the calculation
required for solving the current source vector [s], this method
can greatly reduce the complexity compared to any other
methods of solving the forward problem of the lead field
matrix [L, L] for the entire region.

Further, to solve the above inverse problem using the gram
matrix [G], it is preferable that the current calculating unit
120 calculates [G,,,|=[G,]+[L][L.,]7, where [G,] is a gram
matrix for the previously set entire grid, [G,,,] is a gram
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matrix for the currently set entire grid, and [L ;] is a lead field
matrix for the currently set sub-grid.

With this configuration, it is possible to obtain the same
solution as obtained by calculating [L,,,][L,, 1]T as described
below.

[Giri] = [Lint][Lina )7
=[[L 0]+[0 LgIllL 01+[0 Lg1l"
=[L Ol[L 07 +[L 0][0 Ly1" +
[0 LgllL 01 +[0 Lgll0 L1
= [LIL]7 + [0] + [0] + [Ly][Ls]"

=[Gi] + [LallLs]"

With this configuration of the current calculating unit 120,
since the calculation of [G,] has been completed, [L,][L,,]7 is
calculated and the obtained [L_,][L,;]” is added to [G,]. There-
fore, [G,, ] can be obtained by a reduced complexity.

The peak grid point detecting unit 130 is configured to
detect at least one peak grid point having a peak current value
that is a current value higher than current values of grid points
surrounding the peak grid point, based on the current value at
each of the grid points calculated by the current calculating
unit 120. The peak grid points can be detected by various
known method. As an example, a plurality of grid points are
detected each of which has a current value higher than those
of the proximating grid points on the top, bottom, right, left,
front, and back of the subject grid point. Thereafter, of these
detected grid points, a predetermined number of grid points
having a higher current value are selected, so that grid points
having a peak current value can be detected. The number of
peak grid points to be detected can be changed in accordance
with the subject data for calculation, such as brain waves and
brain’s magnetic fields. Selecting an unnecessarily large
number of peak grid points may result in picking up of fine
noise and thus setting of the sub-grid in an unnecessarily wide
range. As aresult, the complexity is increased. The number of
peak grid points can be increased or decreased where neces-
sary in accordance with the method used for solving the
inverse problem or the number of peak currents inside the
brain. In general, the number of peak grid points in the range
from 5 to 50 is preferable, and the smaller the better. In the
case of insufficient detection of the peak grid points, it is
preferable to increase the number of peak grid points.

The sub-grid setting unit 140 is configured to set grid points
constituting the sub-grid at a pitch smaller than that of the
previously set grid, only for a subset of the previously set grid,
based on the current value at each grid point calculated by the
current calculating unit 120. In this embodiment, in order to
subject the current distribution around peak grid points to
calculation at high resolution, the sub-grid is set in a region
including the peak grid point(s) detected by the peak grid
point detecting unit 130.

For example, in the case where the grid G consisting of the
grid points G,, has been set in a region including a peak grid
point GP at a pitch P,, (see FIG. 2A), the sub-grid setting unit
140 sets new grid points G,,, in a region including the peak
grid point GP ata pitch P,, ; smaller than the pitch P, (see FIG.
2B). The grid with this smaller pitch P, | is set within a cubic
region defined by six sides containing six grid points G,
located at the top, bottom, right, left, front and back of a peak
grid point GP with a distance of NrxP, (Nr is the number of
gird points G,,, predetermined to define the size of the cubic
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region; FIG. 2 shows the grid in two dimension for the pur-
pose of convenience). According to the invention, a newly
defined grid consisting of the new grid points G,, , for inter-
polating the grid points G, and having the pitch P, , is referred
to as a sub-grid SG,, ;. In the example shown in FIG. 2B, Nr
is 3 and the pitch P, is P,/2. However, they may be deter-
mined as appropriate. For example, Nr may be any number
selected from 2, 3, 4 and 5, and the pitch P, ; may be selected
from a range of P,/2 to p,/5. Further, the shape of the region of
the sub-grid SG,,, is not limited to a cubic shape, and a
spherical region, for example, may be applicable. Further, if
the peak grid points GP are arranged in line, the sub-grid
setting region may be set as a rectangular parallelepiped or a
circular cylinder extending along the line. In this instance,
setting Nr to a smaller value in a direction orthogonal to the
line makes it possible to reduce the size of the sub-grid SG,,
and to increase the resolution of the current distribution in the
region including the peak grid points GP.

The calculation executing unit 150 is configured to repeat
one or more times the setting of the sub-grid by the sub-grid
setting unit 140 and the calculation of the current source
vector [S,, ;] by the current calculating unit 120 based on the
new grid consisting of the sub-grids, after the initial grid
setting unit 110 executing the setting of the initial grid and the
current calculating unit 120 executing the calculation of the
current source vector [S,] based on the initial grid. In other
words, the calculation executing unit 150 is means for execut-
ing a process corresponding to a main flow of the computer
program.

The number of repeating the sub-grid setting step and the
current calculating step by the calculation executing unit 150
(hereinafter referred to as an “iteration count”) may be set as
appropriate in accordance with the subject data for calcula-
tion.

With reference to the flowchart of FIG. 3 and a model
shown in FIGS. 4 to 6, description will be given of the calcu-
lation process (calculation method) for calculating currents
inside the brain executed by the calculation apparatus 100
configured as described above.

The entire process shown in FIG. 3 is controlled by the
calculation executing unit 150 and carried out as follows.

First, as seen in FIG. 4, the initial grid setting unit 110 sets
an initial grid IG with a pitch P, in a region corresponding to
a region inside a human brain (S1: initial grid setting step).

Next, for the initial grid IG, the current calculating unit 120
calculates a lead field matrix [L,] by solving a forward prob-
lem based on an input electromagnetic vector [b] (S2: current
calculating step). The current calculating unit 120 then cal-
culates other variables for the entire region, such as a gram
matrix [G], a covariance matrix [R], and a weighting matrix
[w], as selected depending on the method used for solving the
inverse problem. The variables thus calculated are stored in
the storage unit 190. In the following description, detailed
description for storing the calculation results and the calcu-
lation process into the storage unit 190 will be omitted.

Thereafter, the current calculating unit 120 calculates the
current value at each grid point G, (i.e., current source vector
[s,]) by solving the inverse problem using the weighting
matrix [w] (S3: current calculating step). After calculation of
the current values, the calculation executing unit 150 deter-
mines whether or not the iteration count has reached the upper
limit. If the calculation executing unit 150 determines that the
iteration count has been reached the upper limit (S4: Yes),
then the calculation executing unit 150 completes the process.
If the calculation executing unit 150 determines that the itera-
tion count has not reached the upper limit (S4: No), the
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operation of the calculation executing unit 150 goes to step S5
for setting a sub-grid and re-calculating current values.

The peak grid point detecting unit 130 detects peak values
until the iteration count reaches the upper limit (S5; peak grid
point detecting step). Accordingly, in the example shown in
FIG. 4, three peak grid points GP have been detected in the
displayed section.

Next, as seen in FIG. 5, the sub-grid setting unit 140 sets
new grid points G, for each of the peak grid points GP
detected by the peak grid point detecting unit 130, within a
predetermined region including the peak grid point GP, so
that a sub-grid SG, is set for each of the predetermined
regions (S6: sub-grid setting step). Thereafter, the current
calculating unit 120 calculates variables for the entire region
of the sub-grid (S7: current calculating step). Namely, in
order to make the lead field matrix [L ;] corresponding to the
newly set grid points G, to have the size of the array corre-
spondingto [L,], a zero matrix is added to set [0 Ls, |, and then
[0 L] is obtained by solving the forward problem based on
the electromagnetic vector [b].

Next, the variables for the entire grid are calculated and
updated (S8: current calculating step). The calculation of the
variables in this step is carried out as follows. For the lead
field matrix [L,], in order to make the lead field matrix [L, ] to
have the size of the array corresponding to [L,], a zero matrix
is added to set [, 0], and then the newly set lead field matrix
[L,]1is calculated by [L,|=[L, O]+[0 L,;]. If a gram matrix [ G]
is used to solve the inverse problem, [G,] is calculated by
[Gol=[G +[Lal[Lg 1"

Thereafter, the operation of the calculation executing unit
150 returns to step S3, and the calculation of current values,
the setting of the sub-grid SG,, and the calculation of the
current source vector [s,] are repeated for the required number
of times (S4-S8; S3).

Accordingly, in the case of the example shown in FIGS. 4
to 6, peak grid points GP are re-detected after setting the
sub-grid SG, (see F1G. 5), and a finer sub-grids SG; is set for
each region including the corresponding peak grid point (see
FIG. 6). As seen in FIG. 6, calculating current source vectors
[s,] after setting the sub-grids SG; makes it possible to obtain
ahigh resolution current distribution in each region including
the peak grid point GP.

According to the calculation apparatus 100 (computer pro-
gram) for calculating currents inside the brain and the calcu-
lation method by this calculation apparatus 100 as described
above in this embodiment, a high resolution current distribu-
tion can be obtained in each region including the peak grid
point by setting a sub-grid smaller than the initial grid,
whereas in a region remote from the peak grid points a grid
with a coarse pitch is set. Accordingly, since the total number
of grid points does not increase so much, it is possible to
calculate currents inside the brain in a short time because the
complexity is reduced.

Further, to calculate current values at the second time or
later, the lead field matrix [L,,,] is calculated by [L,,,]=[L,;
0]+[0 L,,]. This can reduce the complexity, and the current
distribution inside the brain can be obtained in a short time.
Further, if a gram matrix [G] is used to solve the inverse
problem, the gram matrix [G,, ;] is calculated by [G,, | =[G, ]+
[L,,][L.]%. This can reduce the complexity, and the current
distribution inside the brain can be obtained in a short time.

The comparison of the complexity will be briefly described
below.

Assuming that time t is required for calculating currents
inside the brain for a reference grid (e.g., initial grid) having

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

60

10

a reference pitch, 8 tis required if a half (%) pitch is applied
to the entire region, and 64 t is required if a quarter (Y4) pitch
is applied to the entire region.

In contrast, as with the above embodiment, if a sub-grid is
applied to a partial region (subset) to calculate currents inside
the brain, the calculation time is expressed as follows, on the
assumption that the distance from a peak grid point to each of
the proximating grid points is two times of the pitch (Nr=2),
and the number of peak grid points is 5 (Np=5):

2 t+g, if the iteration count is 1, and the sub-grid with a half

pitch of the reference pitch is set, and

4 t+2 g, if the iteration count is 2, and the sub-grid with a

quarter pitch of the reference pitch is set.

Herein, g is time required for the following operations (1)
to (3).

(1) The size of the lead field matrix increases because of the
formation of the sub-grid, and it is necessary to extend the
calculating area (i.e., to allocate memory) for storing data
increased from the original lead field matrix and to write
sub-grid-related data in the calculating area. Accordingly,
time g is required for the memory allocation and the writing of
the sub-grid-related data.

(2) Adding the sub-grid causes hexahedron elements to be
changed when displaying the calculation results of the current
distribution inside the brain. Accordingly, time g is required
for rewriting information about grid points constituting the
new hexahedron elements.

(3) If detected peak grid points are close to each other,
proximating grid points constituting sub-grids and surround-
ing these grid points may overlap one another. Accordingly,
time g is required for bringing these overlapped grid points
together.

Since time g required for the above operations is extremely
short as compared to t, the calculation apparatus 100 accord-
ing to this embodiment can calculate the current distribution
inside the brain in an extremely short period of time.

Although the present invention has been described in detail
with reference to the above exemplary embodiment, the
present invention is not limited to this specific embodiment
and various changes and modifications may be made without
departing from the scope of the appended claims.

In the above embodiment, the sub-grid is set in a region
surrounding each of the peak grid points. However, the sub-
grid setting region is not limited to a region surrounding a
peak grid point. For example, the sub-grid setting region may
be set as a region surrounding a grid point having a predeter-
mined current value.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for calculating current distribution inside a
brain using a computer, based on electromagnetic informa-
tion obtained from a surface of a head, the method compris-
ing:

an initial grid setting step of setting grid points constituting
a grid with a predetermined pitch;

a current calculating step of calculating a current value at
each of the grid points based on the electromagnetic
information and an equation [L][s]=[b], where [L] is a
lead field matrix, [s] is a current source vector that gives
current distribution consisting of an array of currents at
each of the grid points, and [b] is an electromagnetic
vector including an array of the electromagnetic infor-
mation, by solving a forward problem to obtain [L] and
by solving an inverse problem to obtain [s]; and

a sub-grid setting step of setting grid points constituting a
sub-grid with a pitch smaller than that of a previously set
grid, only for a subset of the previously set grid, based on
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the current value at each grid point calculated in the
preceding current calculating step,

wherein after the initial grid setting step and the current
calculating step are carried out, the sub-grid setting step
and the following current calculating step are repeated
one or more times, and

wherein the current calculating step comprises a step of
solving an inverse problem [G] by calculating [G,,,]=
[G,]+[L][L,]%, where [G,] is a gram matrix for the
previously set entire grid, [G,,,] is a gram matrix for the
currently set entire grid, and [L,,] is a lead field matrix
for the currently set sub-grid.

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising a
peak grid point detecting step of detecting at least one peak
grid point having a peak current value that is a current value
higher than current values of grid points surrounding the at
least one peak grid point,

wherein the sub-grid setting step comprises setting the grid
points constituting the sub-grid around the at least one
peak grid point.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the current

calculating step comprising:

setting [L, O] by adding a zero matrix to a lead field matrix
[L,] for the previously set entire grid such that [L, O] has
a size of an array corresponding to a lead field matrix
[L,,,] for the currently set entire grid;

setting [0 L] by adding a zero matrix to a lead field matrix
[L,,] for the currently set sub-grid such that [0 L ;] has a
size of an array corresponding to the lead field matrix
[L,,,] for the currently set entire grid;

solving a forward problem to obtain [0 L] based on the
electromagnetic vector [b]; and

calculating [L,,,] by [L,,, =L, O14[0 L,,].

4. An apparatus for calculating current distribution inside a
brain, based on electromagnetic information obtained from a
surface of a head, the apparatus comprising:

an initial grid setting unit configured to set grid points
constituting a grid with a predetermined pitch;

a current calculating unit configured to calculate a current
value at each of the grid points based on the electromag-
netic information and an equation [L][s]=[b], where [L]
is a lead field matrix, [s] is a current source vector that
gives current distribution consisting of an array of cur-
rents at each of the grid points, and [b] is an electromag-
netic vector including an array of the electromagnetic
information, by solving a forward problem to obtain [L]
and by solving an inverse problem to obtain [s];

a sub-grid setting unit configured to set grid points consti-
tuting a sub-grid with a pitch smaller than that of a
previously set grid, only for a subset of the previously set
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grid, based on the current value at each grid point cal-
culated in the preceding current calculating step; and

a calculation executing unit configured to repeat setting of
the sub-grid and calculation of the current source vector
[s,,1] by the sub-grid setting unit and the current calcu-
lating unit one or more times, after calculation of a
current source vector [s;]| corresponding to the initial
grid is executed by the initial grid setting unit and the
current calculating unit,

wherein the current calculating unit is further configured to
solve an inverse problem using a gram matrix [G] by
calculating [G,, , |1=[G,]+[L,][L;]%, where [G,] is a gram
matrix for the previously set entire grid, [G,, ] is a gram
matrix for the currently set entire grid, and [L ;] is a lead
field matrix for the currently set sub-grid.

5. A computer program stored on a non-transitory com-
puter-readable storage medium, for calculating current distri-
bution inside a brain using a computer, based on electromag-
netic information obtained from a surface of a head, the
computer program configuring the computer upon being read
and executed by the computer to perform the functions of:

an initial grid setting unit configured to set grid points
constituting a grid with a predetermined pitch;

a current calculating unit configured to calculate a current
value at each of the grid points based on the electromag-
netic information and an equation [L][s]=[b], where [L]
is a lead field matrix, [s] is a current source vector that
gives current distribution consisting of an array of cur-
rents at each of the grid points, and [b] is an electromag-
netic vector including an array of the electromagnetic
information, by solving a forward problem to obtain [L]
and by solving an inverse problem to obtain [s];

a sub-grid setting unit configured to set grid points consti-
tuting a sub-grid with a pitch smaller than that of a
previously set grid, only for a subset of the previously set
grid, based on the current value at each grid point cal-
culated in the preceding current calculating step; and

a calculation executing unit configured to repeat setting of
the sub-grid and calculation of the current source vector
[s,,1] by the sub-grid setting unit and the current calcu-
lating unit one or more times, after calculation of a
current source vector [s,;] corresponding to the initial
grid is executed by the initial grid setting unit and the
current calculating unit,

wherein the current calculating unit is further configured to
solve an inverse problem using a gram matrix [G] by
calculating [G,, ,]=[G,]+[L,,1[L,,1%, where [G,] is a gram
matrix for the previously set entire grid, [G,, ] is a gram
matrix for the currently set entire grid, and [L ;] is a lead
field matrix for the currently set sub-grid.
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